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In the first half of 2025, the platform
govornaomraza.mk registered a high number
of cases of hate speech and harassing speech,
with the most prevalent content targeting
ethnic and national affiliation, as well as the
LGBTIQ+ community. Political events,
elections and the Pride Parade further fueled
the increase in offensive and discriminatory
content. At the same time, the project

"Strengthening National Protection
Mechanisms against Hate Speech" contributed
to building institutional capacities,

strengthening civil society and developing key
analyses and public policies. This brief brings
together the findings of the monitoring and
the results of the project to offer an integrated
overview and recommendations for a systemic
approach to addressing hate speech.



KEY FINDINGS:
e From January to June 2025, over 200 cases of hate speech

were registered, with the highest numbers in January (69)
and February (74).

Ethnic and national communities are most often targeted,
but in February and June an increase in homophobic speech
towards the LGBTIQ+ community was observed.

Most of the cases are on social networks, with insufficient
Mmoderation and sanctioning by the platforms.

Despite the criminal charges filed, the Public Prosecutor's

Office has not made any positive decisions on the cases.

Project results:

e Grants awarded to five civil society organizations for monitoring

and reporting.

e 12 public policy documents developed based on 3,000 hate speech

reports.

e Two analyses of Llegal and
European standards, prepared.

institutional

gaps, aligned with

e Trainings conducted for 50 judges and public prosecutors and 80

police officers.

e 8 podcasts on hate speech published.

e« With FFM, a campaign

"Game
implemented and broadcast at the football

Hate Speech" was
match between FC

without

Vardar - FC Struga Trim Lum at the Todor Proeski National Arena.

Overview of the situation (January-June 2025)

In January and February, there was an
increase in the number of reports,
primarily due to ethnic and national
tensions, as well as homophobic
messages inspired by political narratives.
In March and April, the number of cases
decreased, but they were further
stimulated by sporting events and public
protests. In May, hate speech on national
and ethnic grounds again dominated,
and in June, during the Pride Parade, a
new wave of homophobic content with
calls for violence appeared.

Although the Helsinki Committee
filed criminal charges for calls for
violence based on ethnicity and
sexual orientation, the Public
Prosecutor's Office did not make
any positive decisions, which
highlights the weak institutional
response.



CONCLUSION

Hate speech In North Macedonia
remains a serious challenge, most often
targeting ethnic communities and
LGBTIQ+ people. Political events and
elections further increase the likelihood
of such content. While there are
positive capacity-building Iinitiatives,
the institutional response remains
insufficient and inadequate. Civil
society plays a key role in monitoring
and advocacy, but without adequate
support and cooperation with
institutions, results remain limited.



Enhanced moderation of social networks through
cooperation with platforms for sanctioning and
removing hate speech.

Legislative amendments on transparency to enable
institutions to access data of perpetrators.

Stricter sanctions for hate speech based on ethnicity
and nationality, especially during electoral processes.

Monitoring of political actors and obligation to condemn
hate speech in campaigns.

Protection of the LGBTIQ+ community through
specialized reporting mechanisms and support for
victims.

Increased accountability of the prosecution through
regular publication of statistics on resolved cases.

International cooperation for the implementation of
good practices and alignment with European standards.

Continuous support to civil society organizations
through grants and partnerships for monitoring and
advocacy.






7] XENCHHLLIKH

Funded by EU /-\ 3ajakHyBatbe Ha HaLMoHanHUTe
A

i 2 3alUTUTHI MeXaHU3MN NPOTUB {1 31 yoBEKOBM
the European Union YO \—/ roBop Ha oMpasa b\l nPABA




