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Skopje Pride 2025 marked a turning
point in the positioning of the Pride
movement in North Macedonia. Unlike
previous editions, which balanced
visibility with celebration, this year’s
Pride was deliberately framed as a
protest against systemic oppression,
institutional neglect, and shrinking civic
space. Despite financial crises and
diplomatic withdrawals, the event was
successfully realized, demonstrating
resilience, solidarity, and the need for
sustainable, independent support
mechanisms for the LGBTIQ+
movement.
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Skopje Pride as Protest –
Experiences and Challenges in 2025

KEY FINDINGS:
Pride 2025 emphasized its protest character over
celebratory aspects, highlighting resistance to systemic
violence, corruption, and authoritarianism.
Financial instability arose due to sudden donor withdrawals,
revealing vulnerabilities in donor dependency.
Participation dropped to around 500 people (compared to
2,000 in earlier years), but solidarity with grassroots and
leftist movements strengthened Pride’s political legitimacy.
Despite risks, no security incidents occurred, and media
coverage highlighted the Pride’s clear political stance.
The event reaffirmed that LGBTIQ+ rights are deeply
connected with broader struggles for justice, workers’ rights,
gender equality, and anti-corruption.

Preparations for Pride began early in
2025, with inclusive consultations
through community gatherings. The
decision to emphasize protest over
festivity was shaped by shrinking
financial resources, the rise of anti-
gender movements, and ongoing
institutional discrimination—
particularly the blocking of the
Gender Recognition Law.

The Pride Manifesto framed Pride as
resistance, solidarity, and survival.
Strategic stops at the Parliament,
Ministry of Education, and
Government emphasized institutional
accountability. However, diplomatic
withdrawals just days before the
event created a financial crisis,
resolved through crowdfunding and
community resilience.

Participation was smaller, but the
atmosphere was more politically
charged, uniting diverse
movements. Media coverage
amplified Pride’s political
messages, while security
cooperation with the Ministry of
Interior ensured safety. Post-event
reflections affirmed the need for
independence from conditional
donor support, sustainable
grassroots funding, and
uncompromisingly political Pride
in future editions.



Skopje Pride 2025 demonstrated that
maintaining Pride as a protest
movement strengthens its credibility
and ensures alignment with broader
struggles for justice and equality. The
event showed resilience in the face of
financial and political challenges, but it
also highlighted the urgency of
developing sustainable and
independent support mechanisms for
the LGBTIQ+ movement in North
Macedonia.

CONCLUSION



RECOMMENDATIONS

Prioritize crowdfunding, grassroots
contributions, and community-driven
financing to reduce dependency on
conditional donor support.

Continue building solidarity with feminist,
labor, Roma, disability rights, and other social
justice movements.

Preserve Pride as a space of political
resistance rather than assimilation,
emphasizing systemic change over visibility-
only events.

Ensure dialogue on security, while
maintaining independence from state or
diplomatic pressures that undermine Pride’s
political nature.

Expand outreach to underrepresented groups
within the LGBTIQ+ community to rebuild
participation without losing political focus.






