
NEWSLETTER ON 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
WOMEN AND STATISTICS 
ON GENDER-BASED 
VIOLENCE

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS

International legal instruments and national legislation that protect the rights of women 
and aim to eliminate all forms of discrimination against women in society, as well as 

gender-based violence.

INSTRUMENT OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE
Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention 

and Combating Violence against Women and 
Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) ratified 

in December 2017.

INSTRUMENT OF THE UNITED NATIONS
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 

of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) - 
ratified in January 1994

NATIONAL LEGISLATION

LAW ON PREVENTION, 
TERMINATION AND PROTECTION 

FROM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
LAW ON FREE LEGAL AID

CRIMINAL CODE
LAW ON PREVENTION AND 
PROTECTION AGAINST 
DISCRIMINATION

LAW ON EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN 

AND MEN



These are some of the observed examples by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of 
the Republic of Macedonia, in the period from May to December 2018.

The victim reports domestic violence to the Center for 
Social Welfare committed by her father.

For the purpose of comprehensive and efficient measures for prevention, termination and protection against 
domestic violence, the competent institutions and bodies are obliged to respect the Protocol for mutual coopera-

tion of the competent institutions and associations for protection and prevention from domestic violence.

files the application
as a complaint

FAILURE OF THE COMPETENT INSTITUTIONS TO 
PROTECT VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

REFUSING PROVIDING PROTECTION TO THE VICTIM BECAUSE OF HER SEXUAL ORIENTATION

THE POLICE

recognize and properly process 
family and gender-based violence 
and provide adequate protection 

to the victim.

THE POLICE SHOULD:

runs a procedure for pronouncing Intermediate 
protective measures against domestic violence 

for six months. 

THE COURT

respect the principle of urgency of the 
procedure and is obliged to act immediately, 
and the latest within seven days from the day 
of receiving of the request in accordance with 
Article 44 of the Law on Prevention, Termina-
tion and Protection from domestic violence.

THE COURT SHOULD:

refuses to process the report for domestic violence, due to the 
sexual orientation of the victim.

CENTER FOR SOCIAL WORK:
ensure equal treatment and adequate protection to all 

victims of domestic violence, with no discrimination on sexual 
orientation of the victim.

THE CENTER FOR SOCIAL WORK SHOULD

DOUBLE VICTIMIZATION OF THE VICTIM AND FACING THE ABUSER DELAYED ACCESS TO 
JUSTICE FOR THE VICTIMS

The victim reports that she suffers violence from members of her family, however she is 
discouraged to initiate a court procedure against the perpetrators, because she fears direct 
confrontation with them at the court hearings.

The victims, in the course of the court proceedings, repeatedly face the perpetrators of domestic 
and gender based violence. In the course of the procedure, the victims provide statement to each 
competent institution.

The institutions should avoid double victimization of the victim, so the statement given to certain 
institution (for example, the Police) should be valid before the court and other bodies, 
particularly in cases when there is sufficient material evidence that the violence has occurred. 

In November, the Helsinki Committee for 
Human Rights of Republic of Macedonia 
conducted monitoring of 10 (ten) court 
proceedings on the grounds of domestic 
violence, at the Primary Court Skopje 1

Out of all 10 scheduled hearings, 8 were 
postponed for the upcoming months. This 
indicates to a delayed access to justice for 
the victims of gender based/ domestic 
violence. 

After reporting to the Police constant physical and psychological violence from a 
previous partner, the victim does not receive adequate protection.


